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Gemutlichkeit at the Gasthaus: Friends Hold Annual Meeting and Dinner

by EricPlatt

TheFriendswho attended the Annual Meeting and Din-
ner on May 9 had the opportunity to catch upwith oldfriends,
meet new ones, eat good German food, and learn more about
Wisconsin'sGerman heritage.

Theevening opened withtheannua meeting. Atthemest-
ing, membersof the Friends board and the Max Kade I nsti-
tute staff reviewed thelndtitute' sactivitiesduring the past year.
They a so had the opportunity to meet the MK’ sacting di-
rector for next year, Mark Louden.

During the meeting, the Friends al so el ected new mem-
bers to its board. Robert Bolz and Carol Rommelfanger
werere-€lected to new termson the board while Rosemarie
Barber and Jeanne Schueller were appointed asnew mem-
bers. The Friends aso voted to re-elect the same dlate of
officersto the board with Fran Luebke as president, Bolz
as vice president, Sue Stoddard as secretary, and Bob

Friends President Fran Luebke introduces Helmut Leuning as Treasurer.
Schmahl at the Friends Dinner. Photo by Charles
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MKI Hosts Conference on German Dialects in the Midwest
by Thor Templin

TheMax KadeIngtitute held its Fifth Annual Con-
ference on German Diaectsin the Midwest on Sat-
urday, April 20, at The Pyle Center. Unlike previous
conferences, thisyear focused on one particular dia-
lect: Dane County Kolsch.

Dane County Kolsch, or DCK, is the language
spoken by immigrants and many descendants of im-
migrantsfrom the city of Cologne (KéInin German)
and surrounding areas who came to western Dane
County beginning inthe mid-nineteenth century. Once
widely spokenin communitiessuch asBerry, Ashton,
and Cross Plains, it has been recorded and studied
for well over half a century, beginning with Lester
“Smoky” Seifertinthemid 1940s. Today only afew
people still know the dialect and even fewer use it,
but the amount known about it and the recordings dat-
ing back asfar asthey do makeit aunique American
German dialect.
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In 1973 Peter McGraw completed hisPh.D. dis-
sertation at the UW-Madison on thedialect, utilizing
recordings that he made in the late 1960s. He pre-
dicted at that time that the dialect would not exist in
another fifteen to twenty years. WhileMcGraw’spre-
diction has not cometrue, the dialect is near extinc-
tion today. The study of DCK wasrevived in 1999
with afield recording done by Thor Templin, Steve
Geiger, and Mary Devitt, followed by recordingsin
2000 by Thor Templinand in 2001 by Peter Wagener.

The conference aimed to present an overview of
thedia ect from Peter McGraw’ sresearch through the
present with referenceto Seifert’ swork. McGraw, now
at Linfield Collegein Oregon, started the day with a
review of some of the vowel anomaliesand interest-
ing points that he discovered in his research some
thirty yearsago.

Peter Wagener, head of the German Language
Archive (Deutsches Spracharchiv) at the Institute for
German Language (Institut fr Deutsche Sprache) in
Mannheim and a visiting scholar to the MKI in the
spring of 2000, then discussed the changes in and
lossof language ability and competencein DCK from
1947 through 2001.

Suzanne Townley, adissertator inthe German De-
partment at UW-M adison, presented information onthe
settlement and cultural contact Situation that she devel-
oped as part of the MKI’s“Germansand The Land”
project.

Thor Templin, whoiscurrently finishinghisMagter’'s
thesison changesin DCK morphology (the study of the
form of wordsand their inflections), discussed changes
inthe case system.

Thefina paper wasgiven by Steve Geiger, dsoin
the German Department, who' sabout to begin adisser-
tation on Wisconsin German. Geiger focused on DCK
speakersand the non-D CK -speaking children of speak-
ers. Whilehiswork isjust starting, he’ sfinding phonetic
effectsof DCK on English: InDCK, thesound‘t’ at
thebeginning of wordsisnot heavily aspirated (thet is, it
soundsmorelikea‘d.”) Younger peopleinthearea
may becarryingonthistrait of DCK intheir English.

Next year’sconferencewill beheldinlate April or
early May.



Update on the Digitization of German Dialects

by Steve Geiger and Rita M orandi

In the past few years, the MKI has been striving
to develop a strong program dealing with German
dialectsin America. Theinitial impetusfor thisde-
velopment, as reported in the Fall 1999 Newsl etter
(“MKI Bounds into the 21st Century”), was the ac-
quisition of large collections of American German
field recordings by Professors Wolfgang M oelleken
and L ester Seifert. Inthe past few months, however,
new materials have been donated to the Institute.
Theseincluderecordings
of Texas, Nebraska and
Kansas German done by
Glenn Gilbert of the
SouthernIllinoisUniver-
sity at Carbondale; re-
cordings by Peter
McGraw of Linfield Col-
lege, Oregon, who wrote
his dissertation at UW—
Madison in the early
1970s on Dane County
Kdlsch; and recordings
of German dialects spo-
ken in northern Italy made by Silvia Dal Negro of
the University of Vercelli, Italy.

Although part of the newly acquired materia is
recorded on CD, a great proportion of the material
donated to the Ingtitute is captured on aging reel-to-
reel or audiocassette tapes, amedium that degrades
badly over time. In an effort to preserve these im-
portant collections of dialect speech, the MKI has
continued to transfer older recordings onto digital
format. Over the past years, various project assis-
tants have had ahand in achieving thistransfer, pro-
ducing an extensive collection of audio CDs. At
present, the Max Kade Sound Archiveincludes 240
CDsof the M oelleken collection (resulting from the
recordings of about 132 speakers) and the Seifert
collection, which hasbeen fully digitized and isnow
contained on 105 CDs. Sample CDs have also been
made from the other collections.

Thisprogressmarkstheredlization of animportant
god, sinceProfessor Seifert recorded hisinterviewswith

Rita and Steve examine a few of the MKI's dialect recordings.
Photo by Felecia Lucht.

aSound Scriber recorder on small recordsduring the
late 1940s and early 1950s, and it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult (and expensive) to find equipment
that can play such records. Thiscomplication serves
as the driving force behind the project’s next step,
which will beto digitize the reel-to-reel tapes, espe-
cialy the older ones recorded by Gilbert. As with
the pages of old books, the reel-to-reel tapesbecome
more brittle asthey age, making them difficult if not
impossible to play. In
order to address this is-
sue, the tapes are being
transferred onto computer
in a process similiar to
that which was used for
the Sound Scriber
records. These tapes
will aso be saved on au-
dio CD, making them
more accessiblethanthey
areintheir current format.

Thedigitization project
is far from being con-
cluded. The highest priority at this point is to save
from deterioration the reel-to-reel recordings done
by Professor Gilbert. This represents alarge collec-
tion, which—possibly in the course of next year—
will also be available on CD. Further digitization of
the Moelleken collection will occur simultaneously.
After this, several dozen recordingson audiotape will
become part of the digital sound archive of the Max
Kadelnstitute.

Even asthe MKI sound archive growsby digitiza-
tion, recordingsthat are being made currently arealso
leaving their mark. Inthelast few years, graduate stu-
dents have been recording dialectsof German still spo-
keninWisconsin. Thiswork fillsout thearchiveto rep-
resent thelatest stages of the history of GermaninWis-
consin, providing a great deal of breadth, time, and
depth to the collection. Not only does the sound
archiverepresent many regional varieties of German,
but these modern recordings also add the youngest
speakers to the collection, speakers born as early as
1867 into the 1940s, making it possible to hear over
135 years of German in Wisconsin with audio re-
cordings of its actual speakers.




Low German in Wisconsin

by Alexandra Jacob

Today, a considerable number of German place
names and family names can be found in Wisconsin.
Place names like Hanover (Rock Co.), Wittenberg
(Shawano Co.), Hamburg (Marathon Co.),
Rhinelander (OneidaCo.), and New Holstein (Calu-
met Co.) refer to settlement from German-speaking
areas. Family names such as Beckermeyer, Steinbrink,
and Niekamp sound especially familiar to visitors
from Westphalia and may indicate descendants of
German origin.

Inthe nineteenth and early twentieth century about
six million immigrants left Germany for economic
and social reasons and came to the United States,
and by 1900, 710,000 Germans lived in Wisconsin
(about 34 percent of the state’s population).

Dueto thefact that people from the north of Ger-
many generally did not comefromthebilingual elite,
avast maority of settlers only spoke the Low Ger-
man language. (The “Platt” refers to the low coun-
try, as opposed to the higher or hilly areas of the
south of Germany. It does not refer to alower form
of “High German.”)

Through following generations, Low Germanin
the New World was steadily abandoned in favor of
English. People wanted to assimilate to America’s

mainstream culture; they needed English at work and
for other purposes. Many parentsdid not raise their
childrenin Low German any longer, being afraid of
possible disadvantages in school and for their fu-
ture careers. Eventually, a significant reason why
other descendants dropped their Low (or Modern
Standard) German command was its stigmatization
during the Nazi period, in particular during World
Wer ll.

Today, only afew speakersof Low German vari-
etiesareleft in Wisconsin. However, thereareanum-
ber of peopleleftin Wisconsinwho still havearather
fluent command of aLow Germandiaect, suchasNorth
Low German, Westphalian, or Pomeranian.

InGermany thereare till betweenfiveand six mil-
lion peopletoday who speak Low German astheir first
or second language. Mogt of them liveinthenorthern
parts of the Low-German area, and it can be said
that more speakerslivein villages and small towns
thanin cities. Compared with that, Low Germandia-
lects in Wisconsin — as in other states where
Plattdeutsch is spoken — are extremely threatened
by extinction. For thisreason, thelocal vernaculars
need to be preserved for following generations.

Inmy research project made possibleby the DAAD
(German A cademic Exchange Service), | amfocusing

—

are provided on page 15.

1. Alln’s kloor?

Low German Quiz

Test your knowledge of Low German by trand ating thefollowing wordsand phrasesinto English. Answers

2. Ik wiinsch di watt.

3.Wogeiht?

4. Giff menoch een Begr.

5. Overtrecker

6. Kantuffeln




on the documentation of Low German as spoken in
the state of Wisconsin. The documentationincludesa
collection of different kinds of data. First of all, there
will be a series of interviews with Low German
speakers in the near future. The interviews will be
recorded on tape and later digitized on CD. Eachin-
terview consists of three different parts. a speaker’s
biography presented in Low German, atrans ation of
a number of test sentences from English into Low
German (concentrating on linguistic issues), and the
documentation of demographic data of each respon-
dent on questionnaires.

The documentation of theLow German languagein
Wiscons na so concentrates on both the history of emi-
gration from the Low-German area (especially
Westphalia) and the history of placeswherethey settled
inthenineteenth century (e.g., Sheboygan County).

Furthermore, a collection of photographs docu-
menting the German heritage and immigrant letters,
which can befound at the Max Kade Institute and the
State Historical Society Archives, will be collected
and analyzed in my doctoral thesis, which is to be
published at the University of Bielefeld with Prof.
Dr. Jan Wirrer as supervisor.

Atthemoment | am aso planning to construct my
own homepage on the Internet where my project and
work on German-Americanimmigration and on Low
Germanwill be presented. Westphalia(and especialy
my homeland Lippe-Detmold in East-Westphalia) will
be the focus. For more information on the Lippe-
Detmol der settlement in Wisconsin asseenfromalate
nineteenth-century perspective, please visit http://
www.geocities.com/clarkcountygeneal ogy/clark/
Lippe.html and read Jerome C. Arpke’ sdescriptions.

Jan Wirrer visits the MKI

by Thor Templin

A professor a theUniversity of Bidefeld, Germany,
Jan Wirrer specializes in Low German dialects and
Saerfrigan, adidect of the
Frisanlanguagespokenin
the Saterland in northwest-
ern Germany. Heisalso
the doctoral adviser of
AlexandraJacob, visiting
scholar at the Max Kade
Indtitute.

Among his other ac-
tivities here, Prof. Dr.
Wirrer presented twotalks
at theUW—-Madison. The
firgwashddinGermanon
April  30: “Sater-
friesisch: Eine bedrohte
Sprache im nordwesten

efforts to revive its use and expand the number of
speakers, numbersremain small and the mean age of
speakersis middle-aged.

His second talk,
sponsored by the MKI,
was “‘Min Wief, de
glieket duttsche Wurst.’
(My wife, she likes Ger-
man sausage”) Stability
and Instability of a Ver-
nacular Immigrant Lan-
guage: American Low
German in Illinois and
Missouri.” Thistak, held
in English, discussed
Low-German dialectsin
west-central Illinois and
northern Missouri. Low

Deutschlands”
(Saterfrisian: An Endan-
gered Languagein North-

Jan Wirrer poses for a picture in front of some of the MKI'’s
library collection of Germa- language books printed in
North America. Photo by Felecia Lucht.

Germansmakeup alarge
share of the population
there and language use

west Germany.”) The presentation focused on il existsin small pockets. The ILMO Project, as
Saterfrisian language, its declining population of it is called, sought to examine the stability and lan-
speakers, and how and why it isthreatened. Despite guage maintenance of Low German inthose aress.



MKI| Releases Two New Books

by EricPlatt

The Max Kade Instituteis proud to announce the release of two of its books—L and without Nightingal es:
MusicintheMaking of German-Americaand the second English edition of the Dictionary of German Names.
Both books are currently at the printers and should be available for purchase by mid-summer.

Land without Nightingales,
edited by Philip V. Bohlman and
Otto Holzapfel, tracestheimpor-
tance of musicfor German Ameri-
cansthroughout North American
higtory.

Despite the laments of some
nineteenth-century Germanimmi-
grantsthat Americawasaland be-
reft of poetry and song, a“land
without nightingales,” thehigtory of
German-Americanmusicisarich
one.

Thisbook exploresthevaried
musical expression among Ger-
man-speaking immigrants to
America and their descendants,
from the eighteenth century tothe
present. Topics range from
Moravian music in colonial
America to musical life among
twenty-first century Canadian
Hutterites, from Polkamusic to German Snging societ-
ies, from Lutheran hymns to the songs of German-
pesking Jewishimmigrants,

Thebook comeswith acompanion CD that con-
tainsmusical selectionsthat complement and expand
onthistheme.

Names.

The Dictionary of German Names, which was
originaly written by HansBahlow and hasbeentrans-
lated and Significantly revised by EddaGentry, isaboon
for geneal ogicd researchersand anyoneinterestedin
learning more about their German ancestry. It isan
English-languagereferencefor morethan 15,000 Ger-
man family names, including variant spellingsaswell as
the meaning and origin of each name. Someentries
will provideachuckle, othersabit of embarrassment,

The cover of the Dictionary of German

still othersasense of wonder and
pride.

Thissecond edition of an al-
ready popular resource has been
expanded throughout andincludes
many corrections and enhance-
ments.

Jan Wirrer, a professor of
German at the University of
Bidefddin Germany, saysthat the
book can bean effectivetool for a
wide range of people. “Hans
Bahlow’s dictionary conveys
detailed information on many
common and less common Ger-
manfirst andlast names,” hesays.
“[1tisa] useful book for historians,
genealogists, and linguists. . . as
well asthelayman.”

TheFriendsof theMax Kadelnstitute
Board of Directors are:

Rosemarie Barber, Milwaukee

Robert Bolz (Vice President), Madison
DennisBoyer, Dodgeville

Charles James, Madison

Fran Luebke (President), Brookfield
Bob Luening (Treasurer), Madison
Antje Petty (ex-officio), Madison
Karyl Rommelfanger, Manitowoc
Joseph Salmons (ex-officio), Madison
Kent Salomon, Appleton

Jeanne Schueller, Watertown

Sue Stoddard (Secretary), Wausau
WilliamThid, EauClare




MKI| News Briefs

Planned Gifts Help You Give More
Than You Thought Possible

Membership duesand additiona giftshave seenthe MK
through difficult financid times; your continued support
makes possible every aspect of our operation, including
the production of thisnewd etter. Your supportisgreatly
appreciated. If you are considering away to increase
your support of the MK, you may beinterested inthe
variousformsof deferred or planned giving. Through gift
planning, individua sareoften ableto makeamuch larger
contribution than they ever thought possible, whileat the
sametimemaximizing economic benefits. Your will, liv-
ingtrust, or other estate planning toolsmay include chari-
tabledispositions. Some methods can provide current
tax benefitsaswell aslifeincomefor the donor and/or a
beneficiary. If youwould liketo learn moreabout such
plans, please contact MK’ srepresentative at the UW
Foundation, Anne Lucke, at (608) 262-6242 or
anne.lucke@uwfoundation.wisc.edu. K K.

Czech-German Ethnic Festival

Agricultura Heritage & Resources, Inc., anonprofit or-
ganizationfor heritageand agricultural tourism, isspon-

soring a Czech-German Ethnic Festival on July 10
starting at 4:45 p.m. with music by the Wisconsin
Czech Choraliers followed by the Jerry Schneider
Band from 6:00-10:00 p.m. The festival will take
place at Heritage Farm, located five miles south of
Kewaunee on State Road 42 or a quarter of a mile
north of County Road J on State Road 42. In addi-
tion to live music and dancing, there will also be
Czech and German displays, as well as food and
beverages. There is no charge for admission and
parking is free. Bring alawn chair and enjoy the

Updates for Ethnic
Organization Directory

The MKI isupdating the Directory of Wisconsin'sEth-
nic Organizations, available online at http://
wiscinfo.doit.wisc.eduw/mkilibrary/ethnic.htm. Members
of German-American organizationsinterested ininclud-
ing or updating their organi zation’sinformationinthe
directory should use the online form at http://
www.wisc.edu/mki/ethnform.html or writelibrarian
KevinKurdylo at: The Max Kade Institute, 901 Uni-
versity Bay Drive, Madison, WI 53705. F.L.

Sun., July 14: The Beaver Dam Lake Days Festival (July 11-14) will
include aGerman festival on Sunday, featuring German food and music.
Comevistthe MKI tent onthefairgrounds.

Tue, July 16-Thu., August 8: TheUniversity Summer Forum * Recent
Immigrantsto the Upper Midwest” will feature presentationsby artistsand
academicson African, Bosnian, Chinese, Indian, Mexicanand Tibetanim-
migrantsto the Upper Midwest. The presentationswill beheld from 7-9
p.m. on Tuesdaysand Thursdaysat 1100 Grainger Hall, 975 University
Avenue, Madison, WI. Moreinformation can beobtained onlineat: http:/
Ivww.dcs.wisc.edu/summer/forum2.htm or by e-mailing Ruth Ol son at
reolson3@facstaff.wisc.edu. All presentationsarefreeto the public and
noregistrationisrequired.

Fri., July 26-Sun., July 28: Thisyear isthe22™ anniversary of the Mil-
waukee German Fest, the largest of itskind in the United States. The
festiva will beheldat Maier Festival Park. For moreinformation, visittheir
Web site at: http://www.germanfest.com or call (414) 464-9444.




Traveling Exhibit
and Programs
Explore Barnsin 3
the United States

by Felecia L ucht

Photosfeatured inthisarticleare

- part of Ruth Olson’spresentation,
Geese congregate around a log shed used for storing farm equip- “What Barns Tl Us.”
ment on the Reckelberg farm in Kewaunee County. Old horse
collars and harnasses used to hang fromthe shed, but were stolen. Visit the CSUMC Web sitefor

A common feature of nineteenth-century barns, the shed has a

log structure under the wooden siding. Photo by Ruth Olson. exacttimesand | ocations.

The Smithsonian I ndtituteissponsoring atraveling exhibit entitled “Barn Again! Celebrat- Rubicon

ing an American Icon” that is scheduled to be in Wisconsin in 2003. The exhibit will Sept. 24: Lake Gene
examine the role that barns have played and continue to play in American agricultural Oct. 1. Vernon Coun
life. While in Wisconsin from January through
October, the exhibit will be accompanied by
“Barnstorm Wisconsin,” a project organized by
the Wisconsin Humanities Council (WHC) that
includes other activities such as photo and writ-
ing contests, dances, and oral history projects.

Working with the WHC, the Center for the
Study of Upper Midwestern Cultureshasbeen ac-
tively involved with the project. A number of vol-
unteersarecurrently in Rusk County to conduct barn
surveys, documenting the historiesof barnsinthe
area. The project will culminate in the creation
of an online database.

Inthefall, CSUMC Associate Director Ruth
Olsonwill betravelingto severa communitiestogive
aPowerPoint presentation entitled “What Barns Tell
Us’ aspart of the WHC'’s Speakers Bureau. Her
scheduled stopsinclude:

The Pagenkopf family is one of the featured farm families in the Chippewe

. : ; ; ; exhibit “ Country Places.” A freestall barn has been attached to the origi
Sept. 17: Neosha/Rubicon Historical Society, barn, Photo by Ruth Olson.



s modern freestall barn is home to 430 Holstein cows on the Pagenkopf
min Chippewa County. Freestall barnsallow cowsto move freely and are
oular with large dairy operations. Photo by Jeanne Nyre, exhibit de-
ner for the Chippewa Valley Museum.

vaPublic Library, Lake Geneva
y Historical Society, Viroqua

L Valley Museum
nal arched-roof

Oct. 12: Dartford Historical Society,
GreenlLake

Oct. 21: Sauk County Arts, Humanities
and Historic Preservation Committee,
Reedsburg

Nov. 9: Cedar Lake Campus Historical
Center, West Bend

The presentationsarefree and opentothe
genera public. More specificinformationon
exact timesand locations of the presentations
will bepostedinthe near futureonthe CSUMC
Web siteat http://csumc.wisc.edu/.

For moregenerd information ontheexhib-
itsand programs, visit the Smithsonian Ingtitu-
tion Traveling Exhibition Service Web site at:
http://www.sites.si.edu/exhibitions/
exhibit_main.asp?d=33 and the " Barnstorm
Wisconsin” Web site: http://danenet.wicip.org/
whc/BarnStornvbarnstormwi.htm.

Friends Present at National Genealogy
Society’'s Annual Conference

by AntjePetty

FromMay 15-18, the Nationa Genealogy Society
(NGS) helditsannud conferencein Milwaukee. Itwas
arareoccasonto havethebiggest of dl genedogy events
so closeto home, and the Friends, thanksto Bob and
DattieLuening, wereabletotakeadvantageof thisunique
opportunity. The Friendshad atableinthe exhibitor
hal, presentingadisplay on GermanimmigrationtoWis-
consinand theMax Kade Ingtitute' smost recent activi-
tiesand publications. MKI’sresearch and program-
ming generated quiteabit of interest among vistorsfrom
al over thenation.

Highlightsof the conferenceweretwo talksgiven
by visiting Max Kade Professor Helmut Schmahl, Uni-
versity of Mainz, Germany. On Thursday, Schmahl
talked about nineteenth-century immigrantsfromHes-
sen-Darmstadt in Wisconsin and on Saturday he gave
the keynote address at the Pal atinesto Americalun-
cheon. Over two hundred peopl e attended his presen-
tation, “ Top Ten List for Successful Family Researchin
Germany.” Hisscholarship wasmet with great interest
and many alistener showed enthusasmfor theactivities
of the MKI. Schmahl’stalks and MKI’s presence at
the conference showed how mutualy enriching family
history and MKI’swork can be.

FriendsDinner from page1

Following the meeting, the Friends had the op-
portunity to catch up with other members during a
brief cocktail hour and talk with Louden and visiting
scholars at the MKI such as Alexandra Jacobs,
Helmut Schmahl, and Jan Wirrer.

Next camedinner. Although the Gasthaus, where
the meeting was held, gave attendees the choice of
chicken marsala, vegetarian paella, and sauerbraten as
entrées, it should probably comeasno surprisethat most
of the Friends chose the sauerbraten with spaetzle.

Whilepeopleenjoyed their dessert, the next part of
the evening began as Schmahl, aprofessor of history at
University of Mainz, regaled the Friendswithinforma:
tive storiesand information about therelationship of
Wiscongn'sorigind German settlerswithindividuasfrom
other ethnic groups.



10

Director’s Corner:
A Time of Transition

After dightly over fiveyearsasDirector of theMax
KadeInstitute, thetime hascomefor meto step down
fromthisjob. I’ m starting asabbatical year to catch up
on research projectsthat have been languishing for too
long, and asthat sabbatical begins, Mark Louden will
stepinasdirector.

Thishalf-decade has been filled with challenges,
some seemingly insurmountable, but | fully expected
thosecomingin. What | did not
expect back in 1997 was how
much red support theMKI could
draw on. Theseyearshavebeen
atimeof growth at theIngtitute—
from the size of our staff to the
holdingsof our archives, al ulti-
mately progresstoward fulfilling
our dua missionsof outreach and
research. That we have been
ableto make such progressisa
direct result of hard work and
contributionsby many peopleand
institutions, beginning with our
extremely competent and dedi-
cated staff. But even thisamaz-
ing crew couldn’t havepulledthis
off without outsidehelp. Let me
note only the two most critical
examples. First, the challenge
grant made by you, the Friends of the MK, two years
ago cameat amoment when the I nstitute stood on the
vergeof flourishing andit hasmadeadll thedifferencein
theworld. That challenge brought far more than the
200% match the Friendsrequired and it has put usin
thestrongest positionthelndtitute hasever beeninstruc-
turdly, ingtitutionally, and financialy. Second, the deans
of the College of L etters & Science have consistently
stepped up to help useven under the most difficult of
budgetary congtraints. Infact, after | had begun drafting
thispiece, welearned that the MK, together with our
ggter inditution, the Center for the Study of Upper Mid-
western Cultures, and the Folklore Program, has been
givenapermanent clerica position by the College. This

Continued on page 14

Joe and Mark enjoy a beer at the Friends An-
nual Dinner in Waukesha. Photo by Charles
James.

New Acting Director of the MKI
by Felecia L ucht

On July 15 Mark Louden will become the new
acting director of the Max Kade Institute. Not new to
the MKI, Mark has served on the Executive Commit-
tee for two years and is also the editor of its mono-
graph series.

Asacting director, Mark’simmediate goasinvolve
“keeping up with themomentum that Joeand Antje have
begun” and continuing thediversity of projectsthat have
already been started. Onesuch
project isthedigitization of dia
lect recordings, and Mark notes
that the MK hasoneof the best
sound labsinNorth America. In
accordancewiththeprinciplesof
“TheWisconsinldea,” Mark is
alsolooking forward to partici-
pating in more community out-
reach programs. Maintainingfi-
nancia stability isapriority, and
he creditsthe Friendsfor their
generousfinancia support of the
MKI. “I’'mvery muchlooking
forward to working with the
Friends and appreciatethe sup-
port they’ veshowntothe MKI,”
hesays.

An associate professor in
Germana theUniversity of Wis-
consin-Madison, Mark’sinterestsin German-American
studiesinclude PennsylvaniaGerman (oftenreferred to
as" PennsylvaniaDutch”) and Anabaptist studies. Inad-
ditionto hispublished researchrdaing to German-Ameri-
can studies, Mark iscurrently working on areference
grammar of German as well as abook about Kaspar
Hauser, afera child discoveredin Nuremberg, Germany,
in1828.

Having recently settled in Watertown, Mark isalso
planning on “taking advantage of what'sat my doorstep”
and hopesto do some fieldwork and recording in the
area.

At present Mark isteaching two summer coursesin
the English Department at the Justus-Liebig-Universitét
Giessen, oneon English syntax and the other onthe his-
tory of linguigtics.



A History of the Keystone House

by Emily Engel

SquireWilliam J. Petherick, English barrister and
gentleman farmer, built the housewherethe MK isnow
located after living on Johnson Street and in Sun Prairie.
Petherick chosethe site because he believed that State
Street would be extended straight west and passby his
front door. Tosymbolizehisloyaty totheroya family,
Petherick placed acrown onthe verandaroof that was
later removed.

The exact date of erectionisunknown. TheDane
County Historical Society plaque, which hangs on
the front of the house, dates the house back to 1853
while a 1948 Capital Times and a 1934 Milwaukee
Journal articlescite 1836. Thediscrepancy remains
important, for if the 1836 dateiscorrect, the Keystone
Houseisthe oldest building on campus, thirteen years
senior to North Hall, which is currently recognized
asthefirst built.

The Petherick family lived at the residence until
William's death in 1873. Between Petherick and
Winterble, from whom the University purchased the
house, the succession of owners remains uncertain.
The Capital TimesarticlecitesBill Jarvisasthe next
owner, who resided there only a short time before
selling itto John Wall. Wall rented the house and its
surrounding 40 acresto “ Captain” Staines, who made
Scotch bitters from “boneset,” a plant that grew in
profusioninthe marsh north of the house. He brewed
hisbittersin two large vats housed in the aone-story
shed behind the house known asthe “ bitters house.”

According to the Milwaukee Journal, Staines
owned the houserather than rented it and sold thehouse
anditsthen 172 acresto ThomasIsomin 1882. Aftera

long occupancy, |som rented the house to Prof. and
Mrs. Burleigh. (Sources actually disagree as to
whether the Burleighsrented or owned the house.)
Freda K eyesWinterble bought the housein 1943
fromIsomor Burleigh. Another discrepancy iswhether
architect Frank Riley or Arthur McLeod helped
Winterblerestorethehometoitsorigind style. A promi-
nent citizen, Winterble often offered her housefor public
gatherings, such asconcerts by the Pro Arte Quartet.
Winterblefirst approached the Universty about pur-
chasing the property in 1960 but fundswere unavail-
able. Againin 1965 she suggested that the University
procurethe property sinceit would be needed for the
proposed devel opment of thenew medical center. Be-
causefundswerestill not readily available, the Univer-
sity asked the Wisconsin Alumni Research Founda-
tion (WARF) to buy the property. In October 1965,
WA RF purchased the K eystone house for $110,000
and donated the property to the Regentsin 1968.
Although intended to be used as apresident’s or
chancellor’shouse, in 1970 it wastransformed into of -
ficesand small conferencerooms. Thefirsttenantina
succession of programswasthe Wisconsin Arts Coun-
cil. The Max Kade Institute has resided in the Key-
stone house since 1983; joined by CSUMC in 2000.
In 1972, the Dane County Historical Society desig-
nated the Keystone House, named by Winterble after
her family nameKeys, asahistorical landmark. Mrs.
James Woodburn, president of the DCHS, presented
Chancellor Edwin Young and Professor Fannie Tay-
lor the commemorative plaque that hangs outside.

Continued on page 15

A nineteenth-century (left) and modern look at the Keystone House, home of the Max Kade Institute
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Highlights of Recent Library Acquisitions

by Kevin Kurdylo, MK Librarian

Donations to the MKI Library have been significant over the past few months, with over one hundred
items being added to our Published in North America, Subject, and Family Archive collections. Since
one hundred bibliographic entries would make for dry reading, we've decided to simply highlight a few
new items on this page. A complete list of recent acquisitions will be available on our Web site at:

http: //www.wi sc.edu/mki/NewAcgqsFp2002.htm. Any of these titles may be viewed at the Max Kade
Institute, Monday-Friday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Contact the MKI Librarian at 262-7546 or by e-mail at
kkurdyl o@facstaff.wisc.edu.

Published in theUnited States

Below arelisted two volumesin aninteresting “Kriminal Roman” series. All of these books are rather
fragile paperback novels without covers published by Press Publishing in Lincoln, Nebraska, dates of
publication unknown. Several of the novelsinclude an advertisement asking peopleto subscribeto the
Freie Presse newspaper (only 85 centspro Jahr). The novelsthemselves are priced at 5 cents each. MKI
only hasvolumes 3, 7, 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 20, 27, and 29. If you have any other titlesin this series, we' d
appreciate seeing them!

Berner, Friedrich. ImHause des Todes. Kriminal-Roman, Band 3. Lincoln, Neb.: Press Publishing Com-
pany, n.d. 62 pp.

Temme, J. D. H. MOrder oder Ermorderter? Kriminal-Roman, Band 12. Lincoln, Neb.: Press Publishing
Company, n.d. 64 pp.

Subject Collection
Below are two items dealing with how Americawas described to Germans still living in Germany.

Durnbaugh, Donald F. “ Adviceto Prospective Immigrants: Two Communicationsto Germany From
Pennsylvaniain the 1730s.” Yearbook of German-American Studies, vol. 35 (2000): pp. 57-71.

Two letters—one written in 1736 by Andreas Bohni, areligious dissenter in Pennsylvania, to acousinin
Europe; the other an * open letter” published in Frankfurt am Mainin 1739 and signed by leading German-
Americansfrom the Philadel phiaarea—" provide useful insightsinto the motivations, procedures, practi-
cal problems, and, especially, hazards of emigration from German-speaking areasto North Americain the
mid-eighteenth century.”

Ficker, Christian Traugott. “ Documents: Christian Traugott Ficker’s Adviceto Emigrants.” Wisconsin
Magazine of History, vol. 25 (1941-1942): 217-36, 331-55, 456-75.

[Photocopy of “Documents” sectionsfor issues December 1941, March 1942, and June 1942.]

“Some while back Dr. Schafer, the late superintendent of the State historical society, Englished thelittle
German volume entitled, ‘ Friendly Adviser for All Who Would Emigrateto Americaand Particularly to
Wisconsin,” by Christian Traugott Ficker, which was published at Leipzigin 1853.”

Family Historiesand Archives

[Letters to Emil Ingwerson]. Wisconsin: 1865.

Includes copies of original letters, translations, and transcriptions.

Four lettersto Emil Ingwerson, who was serving in the army during the Civil War. The lettersare from C.
Henry Joseph, (husband of Amelia Endlich, Emil’ssister) written from New Hope, Portage Co., Wis. and
dated Sept. 13, 1865; from Amelia Endlich (Emil’ssister); from Wilhelm Ingwerson (Emil and Amelia's
brother), written from Mount Pleasant [Nebraska?] and dated Sept. 5, 1865; and one addressed to “Lieber
Bruder” and signed only “Deinedich liebende Schwester” (from Amelia?), written from Keeping Water
and dated Aug. 7, 1880.



Collection Feature: Songbooks

by Kevin Kurdylo, MK Librarian

Anticipating September’ sconferenceon music[ Seearticle, p. 1], I’ vechosen to feature some of the songbooks
fromthe MKI’scollection of bookspublishedin North America. Thisisnecessarily asmall selection, aswell over
two hundred of therecordsinthelibrary’sdatabase havethe subject heading “ songs.”

Whilethe mgority of the songbooksare strictly religiousin nature, there are severa collectionsof secular
materia. Diealteund die neue Heimath, for example, claimsto beacollection of the best-known Germanfolk,
hunting, love, soldier, student, drinking, travel, opera, club, and patriotic songs. It d'soincludesasmall section of
well-known songsin English. TheKleiner Liederschatz, edited by J. H. Brockmann, isacollection of both secular
and religious songsand hymns, including holiday songs, nursery songs, and some patriotic verses. Withinits pages
thereader will find the German originsof such songsas*” Silent Night” and* Oh Christmas Tree,” dongwithafew
othersthat have been adopted by American culture. Of interest alsoistheversion of “DasA B C” song from the
Liederbtichlein fur untere Classen und gemischte Schulen, which ends perhapsironically with “ O weh! kann's
janichtlernendasA B C.” (“Ohdear, | cannot learnmy ABC'S.”)

A few songbooks, such as Die alte und die neue Heimath, do include songsin the English language. The
second edition of Perlen und Bluthen (1892) includesasixty-two page addendawith songssolely in English,
whilethe Chor-Buch fiir Deutsch Amerikanische Chor-Sanger (also from 1892) presentsmost lyricsin both
German and English. Of particular interest arethe songsoriginaly in Englishthat have beentrand ated into German,
such as* Das Sternenbanner” (“ The Star-spangled Banner”) in Jubel téne and the German trand ation of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin's* OnWisconsin” song, believed to beasa esman’ shandout to German customersin Dubuque
County, lowa.

Other itemsof interest from the MKI collection include the music book/800-year calendar distributed by
Mueller’'s Drug Storein Reedsburg, Wisconsin, Das Cardui Lieder-Buch, and Heinrich Rattermann’s book of
poemsabout North-American birds. DasCardui Lieder-Buchincludesillustrated advertisementsin Germanfor
the“McElree's Cardui-Wein (The Woman's Tonic)” and “ Thedford’s Black-Draught fir die L eber,” both pro-
duced in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Whilethe calendar isin English, the songsare staunchly German, dividedinto
threethemes. Religiose Lieder, Vaterlanddlieder, and Volkslieder.

Finally, although some nineteenth-century German immigrantslamented that Americawasaland bereft of
poetry and song, a*“land without nightingales” asit was called, it iscomforting to see the number of poems
Rattermann created and compiled about birds nativeto hisnew homeland. To view any of theitemsdiscussedin
thisfeature, please contact Kevin Kurdylo at (608) 262-7546 or kkurdylo@facstaff.wisc.edu.

Die alte und die neue Heimath: Ein Volksliederbuch. Eine Sammlung der bekanntesten deutschen Volks-,
Jager-, Liebes-, Soldaten-, Sudenten-, Trink, Wander -, Opern-, Gesellschafts- und National-Lieder, sowie
der bekanntesten englischen Lieder, wie“ America,” “ Girls| left behind me,” Hail Columbia,” * Home,
Sweet Home,” Nearer my God to thee,” * Star spangled Banner,” “ Suanne[sic] River,” and viele andere
mit Musik-Begleitung. Chicago, Ill.: Laird & Lee, 1894. 200 pp.

Brockmann, J. H., ed. Kleiner Liederschatzfir Jung und Alt. Milwaukee, Wis.: Northwestern, 1881. 96 pp.
Das Cardui Lieder-Buch. Chattanooga, Tenn.: ChattanoogaMedicine Co., 1912. 32 pp., ill.

Chor-Buch fur Deutsch Amerikanische Chor-Sanger. Knoxville, Tennessee: Amerikanische Chor-Sanger,
n.d. 300 pp.

Deutscher Volkslieder-Schatz. New York, N.Y.: New Yorker Staats-Zeitung, n.d. 189 pp.

—
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Ehrlich, Godfrey, trans. “ On Wisconsn: Festlied der Universitét Wisconsin.” [1910-19207).

Gems of German Song: A Collection of the Most Beautiful Vocal Compositions, with Accompani ment
for the Piano-Forte. Boston, Mass.: Oliver Ditson & Co., 1865. 216 pp.

Germania Heimathsklange. Illustrirtes Volksliederbuch fur die Deutschen Amerika’'s. Milwaukee, Wis.:
Brumder, 1883. x, 216 pp.

Germanistische Gesallschaft der Staats-Universitét von Wisconsin, ed. Deutsches Liederbuch fur
amerikanische Studenten. Texte und Melodieen nebst erklarenden und biographischen Anmerkungen.
Boston, Mass.: Heath & Co., 1906. vi, 157 pp.

Jubelténe: Eine Sammlung von Liedern und Mel odien aus deutschen und englischen Quellen. 37th ed.
Cleveland, Ohio: Lauer & Mattill, 1889. 176 pp.

L auritzen, Johannes Rudolph, ed. Chor-Buch fir Deutsch Amerikanische Chor-Sanger. Knoxville, Tenn.:
Amer. Chorsanger, [1892]. 300 pp.

Liederbuchlein fur untere Classen und gemischte Schulen. 3rd ed. St. Louis, Mo.: Deutsche Evang.-luth.
Synodevon Missouri, Ohio, u.a. Staaten, 1880. 64 pp.

Munch'’ ner Hofbréauhaus-Keller Liederbuch: Sammlung bekannter alter und neuer Liedertexte. [Milwau-
kee, Wis.: Deutsch-Osterreich Ungar. Hilfs Fond, 1916. 30 pp.]

Rattermann, Heinrich Armin. Nord-Amerikanische Vogel in Liedern. Fur Familien- und Schulgebrauch.
Cincinnati, Ohio: Selbstverlag, 1904. 136 pp.

Reffelt, Hermann, ed. Deutsch-Englisches Liederbuch fir deutsche Schulenin den Vereinigten Staaten von
Amerika. 16th ed. New York, N.Y.: Steiger, 1871. 116 pp.

Der SAnger am Grabe: Eine Auswahl Lieder zum Gebrauch bel Lei chen-Begangnissen, wie auch Trost-
Lieder fUr solche, die um geliebte Todte trauern. Philadel phia, Pa.: Kohler, n.d. 240 pp.

Weiss, C. A., and Geo F. Rosche, eds. Deutsch-Amerikanische Chor-Lieder, zum Gebrauch in den
deutschen Protestantischen Kirchen von Amerika, in Sadt und Land. Chicago, I11.: Rosche, 1888. 191 pp.

, eds. Perlen und Blithen: Liederbuch zum Gebrauch in Sonntags-Schulen, christlichen Jugend-
Vereinen, etc., etc. 2nd ed. Chicago, Ill.: Rosche, 1892. 192 + [62] pp.

Timeof Transition from page 10

solidifiesour staff and creates needed continuity and
gtability for theIngtitute.
Lookingtothefuture, Mark Loudenwill beagrest

andwork well with people—adthough thelatter ispretty
easy with the excellent team of staff and studentswe
now have.

director. Hebringsaformidable scholarly reputation,
asaleading expertin Germaniclinguistics, especidly
inthelanguagesof Old Order Amishand Mennonites.
Hehasworked closely with the I nstitute Snce coming
totheUniversity of Wisconsininthefall of 2000, first
asamember of our Executive Committee and more
recently aseditor of our monograph series. Most im-
portantly, | can attest to hisability to get thingsdone

I’ll be around —even during my sabbatical —asco-
director of the Center for the Study of Upper Midwest-
ern Cultures. For now, thank youfor dl thehelpinbring-
ing the MK forward.

Onward!

Joseph Salmons




Soundsof TwoWorldsfrom page 1

and the shaping of ethnicidentity by looking at the mu-
sic of Germanswho immigrated to America, aswell as
themusic of immigrantsand minoritieswho livein Ger-
many today.

German-speaking Europeans migrated to the
American Midwest mogtly inthe second hdf of thenine-
teenth century. Tothisday, therearemany music groups,
bands, and choirsthat identify themsel veswith German-
speaking regions of Europe. From Pomeranian danc-
ing groups and singing societies to polkabands and
Swissa phorn players, music societieshave preserved
and created ethnicidentities.

A hundred years|ater, Germany itself hasturned
fromacountry of emigrationto one sought out by im-
migrants from southern and eastern Europe, Asia,
and Africa. Now it is these immigrants who bring
their musicto Germany, influence German music, and
inreturn areinfluenced by their new environment.

The conference will include presentations by
world-renowned scholars. On Friday, September
13, find out about Music of Minorities in Austria
(Ursula Hemetek, University of Vienna), Yiddish
Music in Contemporary Germany: Two Perspec-
tives (Joel Rubin, Los Angeles), Turkish Music in
Germany (Venkat Mani, UW-Madison), and TheIn-
fluence of German Music on the American Classi-
cal Music Scene (Pamela Potter, UW-Madison)

On Saturday, September 14, hear about Dutch-
men and Dialect Songs (James L eary, UW-Madison),
A German-American Snging Society in the Early
21st Century (Alan Burdette, Indiana University),

Answer Key for
Low German Quiz (p. 8)

1. Everything al right?
2. Good luck!

3. How are you?

4. Give me another beer.

5. coat
6. potatoes

Old World Hillbillies-Alpine Music Entertainers on
Tour through the USin the 1920s (Christoph Wagner,
Yorkshire, England), Integrating Euro-Ethnic Mu-
sic into American Mainstream Radio (Scott Lopas,
WTKM2, Milwaukee), German-American Music So-
cieties and Nationalistic Sentiment During the Late
Nineteenth Century (Ann Reagan, U.S. Air Force
Academy), and America non cantat? German views
of 19th-century Music in America (Helmut Schmahl,
University of Mainz).

Talks and discussions will be supplemented by
two evening concerts. Friday night, UW musicians
will perform music in the classic-romantic tradition
of nineteenth century German-American Composers
who werevery popular during their day, but now have
been all but forgotten. On Saturday, the evening will
include music from German-speaking Europe. Come
and enjoy the Monroe Swiss Singers, the Madison
Mannerchor, and the Jerry Schneider Band.

The whole event will be accompanied by an ex-
hibit of German-American music and music culture
held at the UW Mills Music library. This exhibit
will officially be opened on September 13, but can
bevisited through therest of theyear. Furthermore,
on Saturday afternoon, aspecia workshop for teach-
ers will provide music, socia studies, and German
teachers with resources and ideas on how to include
immigrant musicintheK-12 curriculum.

Mark your calendars and join us for this unique
Max Kade event. All sessionsareopen and freeto
the public and can be attended in combination or
individually. For additiona information, visit the
MKI Web site or call Antje Petty at (608) 262-7546.

K eystone House from page 11
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
TO THE FRIENDS OF THE MAX KADE INSTITUTE
FOR GERMAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

I/We wish to become members of the Friends of the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies,
Inc., atax-exempt organization.

Please make check payable to: Friends of the Max Kade Ingtitute for German-American Studies or Friends
of the MKI. Mail thisform and your check to the Friends of the Max Kade Institute, 901 University Bay Drive,
Madison, W1 53705. THANK YOu!!!

Membership Category (annual)* Amount Enclosed
Individual (1 name & address) @ $30 per year $
K-12 Educator @ $20 per year $
Family (2 names at same address) @ $50 per year $
Non-Profit organization @ $50 per year $
For-profit organization @ $100 per year $
Lifetime (Individual) @ $1000 $
Lifetime (Family) @ $1500 $

* Memberships received after November 1 of the current year will be credited for the full succeeding year.
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