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In the Studio of the Master
Sophie Charlotte Gaebler, a Lisztianerin from Watertown in Weimar

By Max Gaebler

One of our most treasured family memorabilia, is the picture of Franz Liszt seated at his desk in the Hofgartnerei, his
home in Weimar during the last seventeen years of his life, from 1869-1886. It is inscribed in his handwriting: "Frl.
Sophie In freundlichster Erinnerung F. Liszt September '85 Weimar". Thereon hangs the following tale.

Fraulein Sophie, to whom Liszt inscribed that picture, was Sophie Charlotte Gaebler, third youngest in a family of eight
of which my father's father was the eldest. Aunt Sophie, who died in 1954 at the age of ninety-one, was an important
figure in my childhood. It would have been difficult to be unimpressed by her. A large woman with a rich mezzo
soprano voice, she bore all the marks of what we used to call an artistic temperament. She could take offense at trifles,
especially if they came from the mouth of her younger brother. Many were the times she came into the kitchen
complaining bitterly of Uncle Arthur: "Just see how mean he is; he's so mean to me." She set herself up for his rapier

thrusts, of course, with her effusive posturing. As is so often the case with such relationships, they were really very
close certainly very proud of each other.

Many were the Sundays and holidays Aunt Sophie came to visit us in Watertown. She seldom stayed overnight, for in
those days public transportation from Milwaukee was plentiful and inexpensive. The Milwaukee Road ran several
trains a day, and there was an even more frequent and convenient schedule on the old TMER&L Co. inter urban line.
Aunt Sophie had a terrible fear of missing the train; I can recall Sunday evenings when she would begin worrying at
7:30 about getting to the 9:30 train on time, even though our house was within ten minutes of the station.

Her departures, however, could not have been as dramatic as her arrivals. She would come down the steps from the
train, stray wisps of her gray hair flying from under the edges of the auburn wig which matched what had once been the
natural color of her hair. She was utterly unselfconscious about the transformation: "Is my hair on straight,” she would
ask? She always carried a large bag, out of which an astonishing assortment of small gifts, personal needs and sheet
music would tumble at appropriate or inappropriate moments. Such tumbles were often occasioned by her forgetting to

put the bag down before opening her arms to embrace each one of us in turn. Each meeting seemed a fresh reunion of
long lost relatives.

And at least at the start of such a visit Aunt Sophie's conversation would literally bubble. Filled with accounts of teas

and recitals and dinner parties, it was liberally sprinkled with references to a huge cast of characters she seemed to take
for granted was familiar to everyone but which, in fact, quickly lost us in utter confusion. "You remember Miss
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Zimmermann," she would say; "you know, the one who wore that wonderful blue dress at Bertha Amstuetz's party last
month." She seemed completely incapable of differentiating between Milwaukee and Watertown. It was all one big
community inhabited by people all of whom spoke German and loved music.

She herself had grown up speaking German. Indeed my father, her nephew, spoke German at home and began speaking
English regularly only when he entered public school. All that, of course, ended during the first World War, though |
remember, when | was a pupil at Webster Elementary School in the 1920's, seeing in a closet in our fifth grade
classroom the old textbooks which had been used for the German instruction formerly a part of the regular curriculum
for all children in the fourth grade and up. Bilingual education is by no means so strange or so new an idea as some
people now suppose it to be. In my childhood Watertown's linguistic character was still sufficiently mixed so that when
| was born, so the story was told, Uncle Arthur asked my father: "Well, what are you going to teach him German,
English or Watertownese ?"* Whichever language Aunt Sophie spoke, her speech was always animated, full of
enthusiasm, and gilded with what strikes our more tempered ears as the exaggerated dynamics of the Saxon tongue.

There was always music, of course. After a Sunday dinner, when the dishes had been washed and put away and
everyone was finally settled comfortably in the living room, Aunt Sophie would be persuaded to go to the piano. There
she would play a Chopin Etude, one of Liszt's Hungarian Rhapsodies, and perhaps accompany herself as she sang a
song or two of Schubert's. In her later years she would sometimes stop in the middle of a piece when the music called
for more than her arthritic fingers could manage; but I remember, too, my enchantment as a young child in listening to
her when her powers were still unabated.

Many years later, near the end of her life, we took our oldest son, then two years old, to visit Aunt Sophie. She sat down
at her piano and played the Brahms Lullaby. Our son stood absolutely entranced as his almost 90-year-old great-great
aunt played this classic for him. It is a moment I shall never forget.

That moment occurred, of course, in the apartment where she lived all but the last months of her life during the years |
remember. It was located on North Milwaukee Street, just off Wisconsin Avenue, over Christensen's fur store. There
were, as | recall it, half a dozen or so studio apartments on three floors, all inhabited by members of Milwaukee's
artistic community. There was Karl Priebe, the painter. And there were a sculptor and another painter whose names | do
not recall. They were all people tolerant of one another's sometimes erratic schedules and of the sounds, sights and
smells occasioned by their various professional preparations.

I wasn't in her apartment often. My mother tried always to avoid going there, especially if it involved eating. Aunt
Sophie was a voracious and undiscriminating eater, and my mother's sensibilities were grossly unequal to the strain of a
meal prepared by Aunt Sophie. So such visits were usually solo affairs involving only my father.

Aunt Sophie, like her great mentor, never married. But she had a gentleman friend, a well-known sculptor who at least
in later years frequently shared her visits to Watertown. On one occasion when my father went to Aunt Sophie's for
dinner, this gentleman was also on hand. As the evening wore on and my father made some indication that he must
soon depart, this gentleman arose and took his leave. But my father tarried just long enough so that as he was
descending the stairs this gentleman was on his way back up.

Professionally Aunt Sophie taught at the Wisconsin College of Music for many decades, and she was long in demand as
a recitalist as well. She lived at the very heart of Milwaukee's musical life. But the determining experience of her life
had been the few weeks she spent as a student of Franz Liszt in Weimar a Lisztianerin. In 1938 she celebrated her 75th
birthday with a recital at the Wisconsin College of Music. The Milwaukee Journal did a feature story on the occasion,
observing that "For more than half a century Miss Gaebler has been teaching music and giving recitals here, but those
years cannot dim the one tremendous experience which has been hers. Sophie Gaebler, you must understand, was a
pupil of the legendary Franz Liszt. To have studied with the greatest pianist of all time is the summum bonum of the
piano playing profession; it is to have played Ophelia to Edwin Booth's Hamlet, to have sung the Miserere with Caruso
. ... That experience has meant almost everything to Sophie Gaebler."

We are fortunate still to have the letters which Aunt Sophie sent back home to her family, then living in LaCrosse,
during the wonderful months she spent in Weimar. There is also a short piece she wrote later describing that
experience. It is these that tell the story I will share with you.
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But first | must say a word about Franz Liszt himself. It is difficult for us, more than a century after his death, to

appreciate adequately the stature of this man in his own time. He died in 1886, just short of his 75th birthday. While
that does not seem old by our expectations today, his life virtually spans the nineteenth century, linking the classical
world of Mozart and Haydn with the early decades of our own century, with artists we ourselves remember hearing.

Liszt was born in western Hungary in 1811, the year of Napoleon's disastrous invasion of Russia. His piano teacher was
Carl Czerny; for theory he was the pupil of Salieri, that rival of Mozart who played the narrator in the film Amadeus.
As a child, so the story has it, Beethoven consecrated his brow with a kiss (Weihekuss); and he did indeed know Franz
Schubert. In mid-century he was friend of Chopin and Berlioz, his daughter Cosima became Wagner's wife.

At the far end of his life his pupils included the Spanish composer and pianist Isaac Albeniz, who lived well into this
century. There are a number of recordings made early in this century by several Liszt pupils, most notably Moritz
Rosenthal. And, as Sacheverell Sitwell notes, "if they were not actually the pupils of Liszt, such men as Joachim, Cesar
Franck, Smetana, Dvorak, Vincent D'Indy, Grieg and MacDowell owed the first publication of their music to his good
offices and were the recipients of his advice and counsel.”

Liszt's life thus constitutes a virtual compendium of 19th century European music. This was true in an even more
profound sense than the simply historical; in his person he embodied the spirit of nineteenth century Romanticism in
music as surely as Lord Byron did in poetry. It is no derogation of Byron's poetry to observe that his importance as a
symbol of nineteenth century Romanticism was rooted as much in the events and the style of his life as in his writing.
The same was true of Liszt. Liszt the man contributed as much as Liszt the musician to his unprecedented stature as a
celebrity.

Continued in the next Newsletter

Jesse Shull: Pennsylvania Folk Hero in the Old Northwest Territory
(Continued from Vol. 8 No. 1 of the Friends Newsletter)

By Dennis Boyer

This article is the story of Jesse Shull who played a large role in the transition of southwest Wisconsin from a fur trade
hub to a lead mining center. As you could read in the first part, " ... there was every reason to believe that he was
destined to become a major political leader in the Wisconsin Territory. He was showing the way with peaceful relations
with the tribes that involved gradual transition from their nomadic existence to settled agriculture and trade".

But this idyllic way of life was not to be. The Missouri roughnecks and eastern financial interests were impatient to
have the tribes removed from the lead district. Rhetoric calculated to inflame passions against the tribes was dispensed
with heavy doses of Indian hatred common to the Jacksonian era.

In 1827 the tensions escalated into the Winnebago War. Shull was made a captain in the hastily raised militia. His quick
thinking helped avert a wider conflict that could have engulfed the Upper Midwest. His Winnebago wife and in-laws
were sent ahead by Jesse to alert noncombatants to get out of the way. Jesse himself lead the bloodthirsty militia
elements in wearying circles until his trusted allies could negotiate the handing over of token culprits by sly deal
makers like Old One- eyed Decorah.

Shull was elevated to colonel and helped broker the Treaty of 1829 which brought about the cession of tribal lands south
of the Wisconsin River. But it was with sadness that he helped educate the tribes about the true meaning of this
transaction the banishment from traditional hunting and fishing areas. He pleaded with his tribal friends to exercise
caution in their travels in the lead district he saw the opportunity for deadly conflict.
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The Missouri claim jumpers, Kentucky cutthroats and their New England Yankee merchant masters lost no time in
sullying Shull's reputation in the lead district. He was denounced as an Indian lover and labeled a foreigner never mind
his family's century long struggle to honorably defend the American frontier.

These attacks on Shull were furthered by the advance of the so-called civilizing institutions. The circuit-riding clergy
joined in the assaults on his character. These southern Baptists and Methodists were scandalized by Shull's common
law marriage to a Winnebago woman. But their moral indignation reached a new level of frenzy when the first wife
secured Jesse a second wife in the person of her favorite cousin, a half Winnebago, half Sac relative to Black Hawk.

These plural marriages were common among traders and generally insisted upon by the first wife as a way of
distributing the work load at a busy trading post. Shull, not having participated in a Christian rite since his childhood
baptism by a traveling German Reformed preacher at the site of old Fort Pitt, never gave his domestic arrangement a
second thought.

Shull saw the war clouds gathering again in 1832. He knew that Black Hawk chafed at the ban from the Rock Island
ancestral lands. He also knew that any new breach of the peace would give the land speculators the excuse they craved
to justify wiping out all Indians in southern Wisconsin.

When Black Hawk crossed to the east side of the Mississippi Shull suspected that the old warrior was just tweaking the
nose of the U.S. and would leave again after gaining symbolic honor on the field and bribe of supplies and increased
annuities. Shull knew this was a serious miscalculation; the lead region thugs would not allow for honor or
compromise.

Jesse rallied the homesteaders in his Lafayette County settlement to his approach: stay in the forts, let Black Hawk blow
off steam and steal a few cattle until the federal army arrived to herd the Sac back to lowa. Up in Dodgeville, Mineral
Point, and Blue Mounds the land speculators thought different on that point and took the field in pursuit of Black
Hawk.

Shull responded to the militia call again. He could tell immediately that he was being sidelined by those bent on the
destruction of the tribes. But he did what he could to defuse the conflict. He rode to Black Hawk to advise him to make
a beeline for lowa. Unfortunately, the old warrior was delighting in the panic he had caused on the frontier and did not
understand that the atrocities committed by renegade Pottawatomi, Kickapoo, and Winnebago would be blamed on the
Sac.

Jesse left Black Hawk and reconciled himself to guiding the scattered villages of elders and children to the safety of the
Indian agency at Portage. And to prove that no good deed goes unpunished, he discovered that his business
establishments at Shullsburg had been burned to the ground by night riderst. Already feeling like Job, he learned that
both his wives had disappeared and were presumed to have perished in the ethnic cleansing that swept through the lead
district?.

With a broken heart, Shull rode out when he heard that the militia had discovered Black Hawk's trail and that a major
battle was likely. Jesse and his loyalists caught up to Black Hawk at Wisconsin Heights. Black Hawk now knew that he
was courting disaster and asked Jesse to guide a large group of women and children down the Wisconsin River. Black
Hawk said he would take his warriors north to join the Chippewa.

Jesse carried out his part of the bargain. He brought hundreds of Sac safely to lowa. But he soon heard that Black Hawk
failed to turn north quick enough. The Sac were massacred at Bad Axe and the old warrior ended up in military prison.

Shull was pretty much pushed to the margins of politics in the aftermath of the Black Hawk War. The leaders of the
Indian eradication effort exploited their hero status and soon controlled all territorial offices. It wasn't until after
statehood in 1848 that Shull's contributions were recognized.

Jesse had to move to Green County to escape the political venom of his adversaries in Lafayette County and the

condemnations from lead district pulpits. The physical safety of his part Indian sons and daughters was also on his
mind. It was a good move for all concerned. Green County was drawing peaceful farmers from the East, not the trigger
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happy rabble in the mining area.

Many of the new homesteaders were from the same ethnic stock as Jesse. He entertained the children with stories in
Deitsch and advised the parents about the rigors of Wisconsin life. Soon the major Swiss migrations came to Green
County and they too valued his counsel.

Green County soon became a Free Soil/Abolitionist stronghold in opposition to the slaveholding element in the lead
district. Jesse served as elder statesman to a new generation of Wisconsinites made up of waves of Norwegians,
Germans, Danes, and Swedes. It wasn't long before those who vilified him earlier were exposed as copperheads and
traitors to the Union.

Some will teach you that Jesse Shull lived to a ripe old age and was buried in Green County. Some will tell you that he
went up north and spent his final years among the Munsee.

But the way | heard it, he felt the pull of the West when a Pennsylvania German family passing through asked if Oregon
might be a good place to start a new life. I'll bet I know his answer:" Let's have a look out there once"

NOTES:

1 Members of the free soil/progressive tradition used the term "nightrider" to refer to the pro-South element of the Lead District that was behind
much of the violence directed at the Native American population and those whites who sympathized with their plight. Back to text.

2 Fortunately, at least some of Shull's children escaped the ethnic cleansing. Back to text.

ERRATUM:

In last issue's article about Pennsylvania German Resources we incorrectly
wrote the word Deutsch instead of the Pennsylvania German word Deitsch. In
the address section of the same article, the place names for the Pennsylvania
German Society, the Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center, and the
Pennsylvania Dutch Hobbies and Music should have been Kutztown instead
of Casein. We apologize for these errors.

Doing Family History: DON'T MAKE THESE MISTAKES

By Edward G. Langer

My high school German teacher taught me that German farmers always lived in villages and farmed widely dispersed
fields. When | starting doing genealogical research, | read that same "fact" and incorporated it into my first published
newspaper article. It turns out that | had fallen victim to a common malady that generalizations about "Germany™ apply
to my family's history. I have painfully learned that some of these "facts” do not uniformly apply across the same
province, much less the whole German-speaking world.

Thus, in researching your family's history, you will need to find information about that particular portion of the German-
speaking world where your family lived. Do not assume that marriages, inheritances and the like followed the same
pattern throughout the German-speaking world. Also, never assume that these laws and customs never changed over
time. The "Old World" was not as static as we are wont to believe. You need to dig deeper and determine what the
particular conditions were in your ancestral district at the particular time you are researching.

Of course, getting down to the local level for a particular time-frame can add more complications, or, more properly
said, richness, to your family history. When | finally located my father's main ancestral village in Northeast Bohemia, |
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learned that it lay on a linguistic boundary separating a German-speaking area from a Czech-speaking area. Although in
history texts we read of the terrible animosity between the "Czechs" and the "Germans™ in Bohemia, in reality there was
frequent intermarriage between these "Germans" and "Czechs.” | found names such as Langer, Marek, Huss and Jansa
in "Czech" as well as "German" cemeteries. So was | "German" or "Czech?" A local Czech historian once told me that
you cannot determine a family's ethnicity based on the surname. Rather, a person was "German" or "Czech" depending
on whether they lived in a "German" or "Czech" village. In the case of intermarriage between a "German" and a
"Czech," the families would be "German" or "Czech" depending on whose village they settled in. So my family history
is not the history of a "German" family. Rather, it is the history of a family that lived in a cultural milieu containing
elements of both Czech and German cultures. Simply assuming that | was "German" because my surname is a German
word, turns out to be a gross simplification.

IMMIGRANT LANGUAGES Bibliography:

Bibliography 1

In the Spring semester of 2000, an interdisciplinary team of scholars
will offer a graduate seminar on "Language and Immigration™ together
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities. In preparation for the course, Randi Stebbins of
the MKI has started preparing a bibliography on the topic, beginning
with "language shift" (how and why groups stop speaking one language
for another) in the context of European immigrant language in North
America.

Calendar of Events:

July 13 - August 5, 1999, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 p.m.:
The University of Wisconsin-Madison will present a free public lecture series on German Immigrants to the United
States (1848-present). There will be a special focus on the large number of Germans who came to Wisconsin.

To request an information brochure, call the Dept. of Continuing Studies (608/262-1156) or the Max Kade Institute
(608/262-7546). For program details, contact Prof. Cora Lee Nollendorfs, Dept. of German (608/262-2192) or the MKI
(608/262-7546).

September 17-18, 1999, Friday at MKI, Saturday at Pyle Center:

German Close to Home: Using authentic local materials in the language classroom. This workshop for Teachers of
German is offered by the Max Kade Institute in cooperation with the Division of Continuing Studies, UW Madison.
Fee: $60.00. For further information on this program, contact Mary Devitt at the MKI (608/262-7546). The workshop
will be repeated April 7-8, 2000.

Book Review: The Atlas of Ethnic Diversity in Wisconsin
University of Wisconsin Press, 1998
by Kazimierz J. Zaniewski & Carol R. Rosen

Reviewed by Timothy Bawden

In 1942, University of Wisconsin rural sociologist George Hill published a map entitled "The People of Wisconsin
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According to Ethnic Stock™. The map was just one component of a larger, ambitious endeavor called the Wisconsin
Nationality Project that Hill and his research team had worked on for five years under the sponsorship of the Work
Projects Administration. The goals of the project were to provide educators and government with a basic understanding
of the history and customs of the state's population and to document the relationship between ethnic background and
sociological phenomena. The project, interrupted by the war, was never finished, but the map was completed and
published on its own. It showed the distribution of 25 ethnic groups in full color at minor civil division levels based on
1905 state census data and field work. It was the most comprehensive ethnic geography of Wisconsin to date and it
remains a timeless geographical portrayal of who we were, in Wisconsin, following the most intense years of
immigration and settlement.

Interest in Wisconsin's ethnic heritage has grown tremendously over the past few decades, as measured by the corpus of
academic and non-academic literature and general public attention. Yet the geography of who we are has not kept pace.
Until now. Kazimierz Zaniewski and Carol Rosen's recently published Atlas of Ethnic Diversity in Wisconsin offers us
a contemporary and much needed geographic and demographic overview of the state's many ethnic groups. Zaniewski
and Rosen are geographers who teach at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater, respectively. Their book is perhaps the most inclusive ethnic geography on Wisconsin ever completed, and
one of the most comprehensive ethnic studies of its kind of a single state.

Reminiscent of the Hill map, the book is a snapshot of who we are as we approach the millennium. Data from the 1990
U.S. Census of Population were used to develop a series of maps and graphs that display the distribution and
socioeconomic characteristics of more than sixty ethnic groups. Data were collected at the census tract level, providing
a very fine unit of analysis. A combination of graduated circle and choro-pleth mapping techniques illustrate
geographic distributions across the state. Inset maps of the United States are included for comparison in the analysis of
each group. There are also inset maps of Milwaukee County which reveal patterns that are lost in the larger map
because of the relatively small size of the census tracts and the density of the population. Summary tables list the top
nine counties for each group by total population and relative concentration. A colorful series of six graphics illustrate
various socioeconomic characteristics for each group: place of residence, population composition, education
attainment, nativity and year of entry to the U.S., household income, and employment by industry. A brief narrative for
each ethnic group provides a general overview, short migration history, and interpretation of the demographic and
spatial graphics.

In essence the atlas goes a long way toward completing the objectives set out in the Wisconsin Nationality Project. But
any statistical analysis of "ethnicity” in America with the data we have at hand faces certain dilemmas. Even the
concept of “ethnicity" is problematic. Studies have typically relied on nativity data from the decennial or state censuses.
For example, Hill's map identified people as being of "ethnic stock™ if they or their parents were born in another
country. This is troublesome because nativity data does not necessarily reflect ethnicity. For instance, ethnic Poles in
Wisconsin at the beginning of the century are often undercounted because the census recorded them as originating in
one of the three countries that controlled Poland.

The Atlas of Ethnic Diversity in Wisconsin is based on data generated by the census' question concerning ancestry. But
there are certain caveats endemic to this data as well. The 1980 census marked the first time that a general question on
ancestry (ethnic identity) was asked in a decennial census. The question was based on self-identification and was open-
ended: What is this person's ancestry or ethnic origin? In cases where respondents listed multiple ethnicities (e.g.,
German- Italian-Irish), the first two were recorded. Therefore, the aggregate totals for each ethnic group are not
mutually exclusive. Zaniewski and Rosen avoid the problem of double counting in the cases of multiple ancestries by
using only the first ancestry response. But more problematic is the fact that the question of ancestry in general is very
much based on perception; it is about ethnic identity and not ethnicity per se. It is safe to assume that most people know
whether they or their parents were born in another country; however, | would argue that a good share of the population
today cannot provide an absolutely accurate breakdown of their ethnic composition. Posed with a question of ancestry it
is common to hear Americans, especially those of European descent, describe themselves like an old family recipe: a
little German, some Norwegian, a bit of Swedish, and a touch of Belgian. In the census this is recorded as German-
Norwegian and in The Atlas of Ethnic Diversity in Wisconsin this identity becomes simply German. Further, there are
any number of reasons that Americans today may cling to a certain ethnic identity even though it may be just a minor
slice of their overall ethnic make up. Likewise, there are reasons that some would wish to shed their ethnic identity. In
sum, the census' data on ancestry are problematic; yet, this is the best source for statistical data we have right now to
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serve as a proxy for ethnicity.

The Atlas of Ethnic Diversity in Wisconsin fills an important void in the literature on the state's history, geography, and
culture. It is as much fun as it is educational and will surely become a favorite of teachers at all levels and the general
public interested in Wisconsin. It reiterates why Wisconsin remains such a splendid laboratory for studying ethnicity. It
is a snapshot of who we are, yet it is certain to be an enduring geographic portrayal. Finally, it is a testimonial to the
fact that we, as Americans, continue to identify ourselves in terms of our ethnic background, however tenuous it might
be.

Lecture Report: From Dorfkapelle to Dutchman Bands:
Resources for the Study of Wisconsin German Music

By Steven Geiger

On Wednesday, April 28, James Leary, Director of the Folklore program at the UW and author of the recent book
Wisconsin Folklore, presented a refreshing and interesting angle on German in Wisconsin.

Leary, who has been working on different aspects of German music in Wisconsin since the mid-1980's, has done a great
deal of fieldwork in this area, and has compiled a wonderful set of information on German music in our state past and
present. In doing his fieldwork, Leary has had many opportunities to talk to different people, as well as record some
fine examples of German-American music. The author has produced or aided in multimedia projects dealing with this
subject including books, audio tracks of the music, video clips, and a slide show.

Leary's talk focused on the presentation of portions from his work, giving an historical and contemporary perspective of
how German- American music has developed. He showcased some of his books and played some audio and video
tracks while telling the listeners how his informants reacted to his research and how his research developed into what it
is today. His presentation culminated with a slide show that Leary has compiled over the duration of his fieldwork,
showing many scenes familiar to Wisconsin Germans, but all too often not documented as German- Americana from
this state. This presentation piqued the interest of the audience, providing fuel for a lively and animated discussion
following the talk.

Report: Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Max Kade Institute

By Fran Luebke

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Max Kade Institute was held at The Pyle Center on the University of
Wisconsin campus on May 13, 1999.

Elected to the Board of Directors were Robert Bolz, Madison; Trudy Paradis, Cedarburg; Karyl Rommelfanger,
Manitowoc. Hermann Viets, Milwaukee was re-elected for a second three-year term.

Following the meeting and dinner, Robert Teske, Director of the Milwaukee County Historical Society gave a
presentation entitled, "German-American Collections of the Milwaukee County Historical Society: Unexplored
Resources." Through the use of slides, Dr. Teske illustrated some of the collections held in the Historical Society,
which include the records of many of Milwaukee's German-American businesses and societies, detailed records of the
Socialist Party in Milwaukee, and papers of prominent and ordinary individuals , which all give insights into the
German-American experience in Milwaukee and the surrounding area. He welcomed researchers to explore these
fascinating and in some cases, little known, collections.
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Board of Directors of the Friends of the Max Kade Institute
Starting in this issue, we will present a brief profile of each member of the Board of Directors.

Hon. Frank Zeidler was the mayor of Milwaukee from 1948-1960 and candidate of the Socialist Party for president of
the United States in 1976. Throughout his career, Frank Zeidler has defined himself as a "Democratic Socialist™ who
has been active in national and international organizations such as the United States National Committee for UNESCO.
From 1941-1948, he was the Director of Milwaukee Public Schools and the Chairperson of the Socialist Party from
1973-1984. As member of various state and regional committees, Frank Zeidler has also been an active charter member
on the Board of Directors of the MKI. In addition, Frank Zeidler is the author of numerous articles. He is a popular
lecturer and esteemed for his knowledge on local, national and international matters.

Robert (Bob) A. Luening is retired from the University of Wisconsin, Madison where he was on staff for over 19
years.was a dairy farmer in Waukesha County for 16 years, an adult agricultural instructor in Blair, WI for 2 years, and
a county UW Co-op Extension agent in Racine County, WI for 6 years.&nbspLuening has written two farm
management textbooks, is working on a third, and continues to keep active teaching and consulting.&nbspis also
interested in genealogical matters.is a member of three genealogical organizations, a very committed treasurer on the
Board of Directors of the MKI as well as the Executive Vice-President of the Luening Family Organization.addition,
Bob Luening is a member of several Masonic organizations and the Madison West Kiwanis.&nbsp

Max David Gaebler graduated from Harvard College and Harvard Divinity School. He was ordained in 1944 by the
First Parish in Cambridge, Massachusetts. In 1952, Max Gaebler became Minister of the First Unitarian Society of
Madison, Wisconsin. His unprecedented 35 year ministry in Madison ended with his retirement in 1987. During all the
years of his Madison ministry he was responsible for the Society's weekly radio program RELIGION FOR TODAY.
Following his retirement, he spent fourteen months as Interim Minister of Unitarian congregations in Adelaide, South
Australia, and Auckland, New Zealand. In 1993, he served for a year as Interim Minister of the Unitarian Church of
Vancouver, B.C. During all these years he has been an active participant in the work of the International Association
for Religious Freedom.

Over the years Max Gaebler has played an active part both in community and in denominational affairs. He has served
as an officer of such organizations as the Dane County Social Planning Agency, the Madison Community Welfare
Council, the Wisconsin Association for Mental Health and the MKI. Max Gaebler has been actively involved with the
Friends of the MKI from the very beginning, having also served as President of the Friends.

Thomas D. Lidtke was an art educator in Wisconsin and South Australia from 1972-1982 and has been the Executive
Director of the West Bend Art Museum since 1982. He has given numerous panel presentations and written and
contributed to many publications such as Carl von Marr, American-German Artist, Carl von Marr: Life and Work,
Alchemic Emporium etc.. Since 1996, Thomas Lidtke has been on the Advisory Committee of the Wisconsin Academy
of Sciences, Arts and Letters, and he is currently a board member of the Wisconsin Federation of Museums. In
addition, he is a very committed board member of the Friends of the MKI.

Fran Loeb Luebke holds a BA in Political Science and MA in History from the University of lowa. Fran has served as
Assistant Director of the Institute of World Affairs at the University of Wisconsin, Wisconsin and as a member of the
Ethnic Heritage Committee of the Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Commission. This spring she coordinated a national
conference in conjunction with the inauguration of Nancy L. Zimpher as the sixth Chancellor of the University of
Wisconsin- Milwaukee. She serves as Secretary of the Friends of the Max Kade Institute.

Her interest in German-American studies stems from a lifelong interest in family history. Fran Luebke recently self-
published a book on the Loebs of Rheinhessen and she is working on a book on the Urban family of Hessen-Nassau.

Profiles of the following board members will be published in the fall Newsletter: Robert Bolz, Dennis Boyer, Edward
Langer, Trudy Paradis, Karyl Rommelfanger, Hermann Viets.
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Director's Corner: Progress! Thanks to your help

After almost two years watching the MKI's financial state with some concern, I'm delighted toreport that the picture has
started to look much brighter, thanks in large part to the greatly increased level of support we are enjoying from you,
the Friends of the Max Kade Institute.

The Max Kade Institute's endowment has begun to grow slowly but significantly, thanks directly to your donations to
our Endowment Fund, some large and many more small, as well as to those who have become lifetime members of the
Friends. In the coming year, well over 10% of our income will be produced by endowment donations we've gotten in
the last year. That has been, almost literally, a lifesaver.

Kerstin Kuentzel's genealogical work has been supported by the Friends for years. Now, we have her working halftime
in the Institute. The support of the Friends in other areas helped make this step possible indirectly and, in the long term,
we hope that part of her position will come directly from the Friends.

Your support helps in dozens of other ways. This Newsletter is, of course, funded by the Friends. Funding of our
conferences (like last fall's Defining Tensions conference on Germans in Wisconsin) and our various workshops all
starts with money from the Friends. This base is critical in getting additional support from the university and private
foundations. In the past, we have been able to turn to the Friends for help buying computer equipment and in bringing
out most of our book publications. In short, every aspect of the Institute is possible because of your generous help.

Of course, we are hardly out of the woods yet. We need to sustain the current levels of support for the next three to five
years, especially in getting occasional larger donations. Still, the last year gives us reason for hope.

Thanks again,
Joseph Salmons, Director
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Summer Forum on German Immigrants

University Summer Forum on German Immigrants

July 13 - August 5, 1999

The" Free Thinkers' has considerable influenceon various German-American
cultural societies -- pictured here is a congregation from Sauk City, WI (1902).

The University of Wisconsin-Madison presents a FREE public lecture series on German Immigrants to the
United States (1848-present) as part of the State and University sesquicentennial celebrations ... there will
be a special focus on the large numbers of Germans who came to Wisconsin.

Introduction | Course Outline

1999 University Summer Forum

GERMAN IMMIGRANTSTO THE
UNITED STATES: 1848-PRESENT

Free and open to the public
July 13-August 5

Joinusat 7 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays,
July 13-August 5, for some stimulating
discussions on the German immigrants. All
lectures are free and open to the public.
Registered summer students may receive 1
or 3 university credits for this program.

The University Summer Forum examines the diverse experiences of many rural laborers, artisans, workers,
and intellectuals who left German lands to settle in the United States, especially those coming to
Wisconsin. Guest lecturers will discuss the European background of these immigrants and the role they
played in historical occurrencesin the U.S. and world history since 1848. The rich resources of Wisconsin

http://csumc.wisc.edu/mki/News/Conferences/sum-c099.html[1/28/2015 9:55:48 AM]



Summer Forum on German Immigrants

will provide information on settlement, employment, architecture, religion, education, old traditions, and
other influences of the German immigrants.

To request an information brochure, call 608/262-1156 or e- mail cont.ed@ccmail.adp. wisc.edu. For
program details, contact Professor Cora Lee Nollendorfs, Dept of German, phone 608/262-2192 or e-mail
clnollen@facstaff.wisc.edu or call Mary Devitt at the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies at

608-262-7546 or email: maxkade@macc.wisc.edu.

)

—
=

il

UNIVERSITY OF
WISCOMSIN
MALDISON

[0 veaRs |
SUMMER SESSIONS
Division of Continuing Studies
Your continuing education resource for a lifetime.
http://www.dcs.wisc.edu

3

UW-Madison Forum Course

German Immigration in Wisconsin

July 13-Aug. 5, 1999

Classes held in room 1100 Grainger Hall, 975 University Ave.

Discussion sessions for registered students will be held in 1270 Grainger hall at 9:15 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Guest lecturers
July 13 July 15
CoraLee Nollendorfs James Leary
Course Introduction "From Dorfkapelle to Dutchman Bands: Wisconsin's
German Music"
July 20 July 22
Joseph Salmons Robert Ostergren
"The German Language in Wisconsin® "Geography of German Immigration and Settlement in
Wisconsin"
July 27 July 29
Kathleen Conzen Helke Bungert
"The German Catholic Settlement System of the Upper | "German-American Festive Culture”
Midwest"
August 3 August 5
Brent Peterson Wrap-up. Last Session
"Becoming German-American: A Literary/Cultural
Approach”

for more information call Mary Devitt at the Max Kade Institute: 608-262-7546
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or email: maxkade@macc.wisc.edu
Forum Course
German Immigration to the US with a special focus on Wisconsin

About the speakers:

Heike Bungert is Assistant Prof. of History at the University of Cologne. Sheis currently an Honorary Fellow at UW-
Madison, and is on a two-year German fellowship researching German-American festive culture in the U.S,, with a
focus on Wisconsin.

Kathleen Conzen is Professor and Chair of the History department at the University of Chicago. She isinternationally
known for her research on the history of American immigration and particularly for her work on the German-American
experience. Her book, Immigrant Milwaukee, 1836-60: Accommodation and Community in a Frontier City, published
in 1976, has been a seminal influence on a generation of scholars.

James Leary is Director of the UW-Madison Folklore program. He is the author of numerous publications on midwest
folklore, including Midwestern Folk Humor, Minnesota Polka, Yodeling in Dairyland: A History of SnvissMusicin
Wisconsin, co-author of Down Home Dairyland, and co-host of the radio show by the same name, and co-producer of
Ach Ya, arecording of German-American music. He is also the author of the recent anthology, Wisconsin Folklore.

CoralLeeNollendorfsis Associate Professor of German at UW-Madison. Her research interests include German-

American literature, culture and history. In addition to serving as editor of Monatshefte, she has written on the Image of
Germany in Americain the wake of the First World War and recently edited a volume entitled Christian Essellen’s
Babylon.

Robert Ostergren is Professor and Chair of the Geography department at UW-Madison. His research has focused on
historical geography, North American immigration and ethnicity, and Conservation. He has written extensively on
Swedish Immigration to the US Upper Middle West and recently completed two works, The Cultural Map of Wisconsin
and Wisconsin Land and Life.

Brent Peterson is Associate Professor of German at Ripon College. His research has focused on German literature,
German-American literature and the German experience in the United States. He is the author of Popular Narratives
and Ethnic Identity: Literature and Community in Die Abendschule.

Joseph Salmonsis Professor of German and Director of the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies at UW-
Madison. In addition to work on phonology and historical linguistics, he has written on German dialects spoken in
Texas, Indiana, and Wisconsin. He edited The German Language in America, 1868-1991 and has begun work on a
volume analyzing the shift to the use of the English language in Wisconsin's German-speaking communities.
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German Closeto Home: Using authentic local materialsin the classroom
A workshop for Teachers of German
Spring: April 7-8, 2000

Offered by the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies
in cooper ation with the Division of Continuing Studies, UW-Madison

The purpose of the workshop isto give teachers the opportunity to explore and use documents in German
(letters, diaries, newspaper articles, etc.) in their classroom teaching. It will aso help them find sources of
documents near their schools that may be available for use. With thisin mind, each participant will be
asked to locate local documents in German in their communities and to bring photocopies of whatever
materials they can, however modest! The Max Kade Institute will help with this as needed.

The Presenters

Joseph Salmons is Director of the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies and Professor of
German at UW-Madison. His current research includes the German language in the U.S. Heiswriting a
book on the shift from German to English in Wisconsin communities.

Charles J. Jamesis Professor of German and Curriculum & Instruction at UW-Madison. He teaches
language courses in German and professional coursesin Secondary Education. He has helped certify over
70 German teachersin Wisconsin. He is also the organizer of UW-Madison's German Day, a state-wide
competition for high school German students.

Karyl Rommelfanger teaches German at Wisconsin Junior High in Manitowoc, WI. Sheis the author of
Einwanderer, aresource for using authentic historical documents in the German language classroom, and
is currently working on integrating a German Civil War diary into the curriculum.

Program Schedule

Friday, April 7 Max Kade Ingtitute
901 University Bay Drive
Madison

7-9pm || Introduction to the Max Kade I nstitute, followed by areception

Saturday, April 8 Pyle Center
702 Langdon Street
Madison

9-11 am || Introduction
Charles James, Moderator
Professor of German, UW-Madison

Speaking from Experience
Karyl Rommelfanger,
Washington Junior High School,
Manitowoc

What's Out Thereand How to Get at it
Joseph Salmons, Director of the Max Kade Institute
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and Professor of German, UW-Madison

11 am-12pm || Group Work with Materials

Lunch
12-1 pm

Preparation of Materialsfor Classroom Use
1-2 pm

For further information on this program:

Contact Mary Devitt at the Max Kade Institute, phone (608) 262-7546.

B, Immigration to Integration: A Study of German Identity in Wisconsin Art
Saturday April 8, 2000, West Bend Art Museum

This symposium is designed for art teachers, German teachers, historians, art collectors, museum docents,
and anyone interested in learning about the significant contributions to Wisconsin art with a special focus
on the German-American artists of the 19th and early 20th centuries.

The symposium is co-sponsored by the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies at UW-Madison,
the West Bend Art Museum and the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and L etters.

Presenters|| Lntroduction|| Program schedule

The Presenters:

Thomas Lidtke
Director, West Bend Art Museum

Prof. Emeritus Wm. Gerdts
City Univ. of New York Graduate School

Prof. James Dennis
UW-Madison

I ntroduction:

The history of art in Wisconsin in the past two centuriesis strongly tied to the immigrant experience here.
One of the earliest artists to our region (1819-1829) was James Otto Lewis (Ludwig), son of a
Pennsylvania German family. He accompanied General Lewis Cassto Prairie du Chien in order to create a
visual record of native tribal society. Asthe General and tribal leaders worked out territorial boundariesin
1825, Lewis painted numerous portraits of representatives from various Indian nations. During the first half
of the 19th century Wisconsin received its earliest professionally trained artists, most of whom were
Scottish and had been trained at the Royal Academy of Art in London and who painted some of the earliest
portraits of prominent individuals in the state.

By the mid- nineteenth century, German immigrants and American-born artists of German descent had
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established art studios and began to teach in schools in Wisconsin cities such as Beaver Dam, Appleton and
Milwaukee. The first academically trained artist from Germany to settle in Milwaukee was Henry Vianden,
who arrived in 1849. He trained severa prominent artists, including Robert Koehler, Carl Marr, Frank
Enders and Robert Schade, all of whom grew up in Milwaukee. He encouraged them to study in Munich,
where he himself had studied. German trained lithographers and engravers also gave Milwaukee a national
reputation in that art form by the time of the Civl War. In the 1870s and 80s, German painters were
recruited to paint battle scenes from the Civil War on huge panoramas and cycloramas, a genre which had
gained popularity in France, and then in Germany in the aftermath of the Franco-Prussian War. Religious
artists and artisans in the late nineteenth century painted altar pictures and created religious scul ptures for
churches throughout Wisconsin, coinciding with the height of German immigration to the Midwest.

Artists of many ethnic backgrounds contributed to the Federal Art Project during the decade of the Great
Depression. Instrumental in establishing projects of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) were artists
Elsa Ulbricht of the Milwaukee State Teachers College and Charlotte Partridge of the Layton School of
Art. The German influence on Art in Wisconsin continued throughout the two World Wars, with the
addition of several more immigrant artists who had a major impact on Wisconsin art. One such post-war
immigrant artist was Robert von Neumann, who taught art to many of Wisconsin's current generation of
senior artists.

The one-day symposium is also meant to encourage participants to follow up with individual research
projects on Wisconsin artists, ultimately adding to knowledge about immigrant artists. This additional
research could possibly lead to future symposium topics, exhibitions and publications coordinated by the
sponsoring organizations. Continuing education credit will be available for participants.

Program Schedule: Saturday, April 8, 2000, West Bend Art Museum

10:00 Registration
Welcome
10:30 Joel Rodney, Dean, UW Center Washington County Campus and Chairman of

the West Bend Art Museum, Board of Advisors

Introduction
10:35 Mary Devitt, Assistant Director, Max Kade Institute for German-American
Studies, UW-Madison

William Ger dts, Professor Emeritus of Art History, Graduate School of the City
University of New Y ork
"The Influence of German Academies of Art on American Artists: The
Dusseldorf Style"

10:45

Lunch
11:45 Numerous choices of restaurants are within walking distance of the Art
Museum.

William Gerdts
1:00 "The Influence of German Academies of Art on American Artists: The Munich
Academy”

James Dennis

Professor of Art History, University of Wisconsin-Madison

"Allegorical Order Vs. Disruption: Works of German-American Artists, Robert
Koehler, Carl Marr and Karl Bitter"

2:00
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3:00 Break
ThomasLidtke
3:30 Director, West Bend Art Museum
' "150 Y ears of Wisconsin Art: An Overview of Wisconsin History as
Represented in the West Bend Art Museum Collection and Archives'
4:30 Discussion
5:30 Reception

Abstracts

"Being 'German’ in Western Canada: The German-Speaking Population of the Canadian Prairie Provinces,
1880sto 1980s "

Angelika Sauer, Chair
Dept of German-Canadian Studies
University of Winnipeg

Canadian census data list a significant and steady growth of the "German" population of Western Canada from the
1880s onward. This paper argues that the census data have been deceptive, creating an impression of uniformity and
everyday importance of German origin that does not stand up to close scrutiny. The individuals and groups lumped
together as Germans represented a multitude of experiences and identities; their lives were less influenced by belonging
to an imagined German community than by other loyalties and identifications. This survey will trace a century of
attempts to find common ground and to construct a positive image of a perceived shared heritage. It presents the
interpretation of what it meant to be German in Western Canada as contested ground and concludes that being German
is certainly no longer a significant factor in the lives of most German-Canadians on the Prairies today.

"Divergence, Drift and the Development of Midwestern Pennsylvania German"
Steven H. Keiser, Dept of Linguistics, Ohio State

What is "Midwestern Pennsylvania German" and How Did it Get That Way? Dialect differentiation in Pennsylvania
German (PG) has, in general, been underplayed (e.g., "Pennsylvania German is surprisingly uniform across geographic
regions,” Van Ness 1994, 423). When differences have been noted, they have generally been ascribed to divergence
between the language of sectarian groups, that is, the Old Order Mennonite and Amish, and that of the non-sectarian
groups (see, e.g., Huffines 1989). This difference is sometimes rephrased as plain vs. non-plain PG. Although a certain
amount of regional variation in non-plain PG within southeast Pennsylvaniais attested in research from the first half of
the 20th century (e.g., Frey 1985 (1942), 88-9), regional variation in plain PG is greatly underinvestigated. Thisis
surprising given the fact that PG has been spoken in Amish and Mennonite settlements scattered from Pennsylvania to
lowafor over 150 years.

Recent research in Pennsylvania German has included broad references to "Midwestern PG" as opposed to the PG of
Lancaster, Pennsylvania (Louden 1997, 81-83 and 86). The proposed features which distinguish Midwestern PG from
Lancaster PG include monophthongization of /ai/, preservation of thetap [r] intervocalically, and use of "figgere' asa
future auxiliary.

These findings raise a number of questions.

o First, how is"Midwest" defined? That is, what settlements are included in Midwestern PG? It is not clear if
Midwestern PG stops at the Pennsylvania state line, or if it extends northward to include the PG of Ontario, or
southward to include newer settlements in, for example, South Carolina
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» Second, through what patterns of migration and social interaction or isolation did this differentiation come about?
How are current patterns of migration and social interaction serving to maintain or alter these dialect differences?

e Third, what is the complete inventory of features, which mark Midwestern PG?

e Fourth, what sort of variation might there be within this extensive midwestern dialect region? And, given the
exponential increase in Amish settlements in the latter part of the 20th century, will there be increasing dialect
differentiation?

This paper serves as a preliminary investigation into these questions. Iniit | trace the history of Amish and Mennonite
settlements in North America beginning in the 18th century, and note the economic and social factors which shaped
early patterns of interaction between plain groups--patterns that persist to this day.

Frey, J. William. 1985 (1942). A Smple Grammar of Pennsylvania Dutch. Lancaster, PA: Brookshire.

Huffines, Marion Lois. 1989. Case Usage among the Pennsylvania German Sectarians and Nonsectarians. Investigating Obsolescence: Sudiesin
Language Contraction and Death, ed. by Nancy Dorian, 211-226. Cambridge.

Louden, Mark. 1997. Linguistic Sructure and Sociolinguistic Identity in Pennsylvania German Society. Languages and Lives. essaysin honor of
Werner Enninger, ed. by James Dow and Michhle Wolff, 79-91. New Y ork.: Peter Lang.

Van Ness, Silke. 1994. Pennsylvania German. The Germanic Languages, ed. by Ekkehard Kvnig and Johan van der Auwera, 420-38. London:
Routledge.

"Variation in Pennsylvania German: Conservation, Innovation, and Attrition among Beachy Mennonites".

by Janet Fuller
Southern Illinois University

What are the social factors that are correlated with innovative features in Plain Pennsylvania German (PG) speech
communities? This study supports the view that heavy contact to English leads to innovation, but also illustrates that
the path of language contact and change is not a straight descent of language change over time, facilitated by speakers
who are immersed in an English language environment. In the communities represented in these data, some speakers
continue to be active users and innovators of PG, while others are clearly following the trend of language shift. This
analysis shows that language change follows a meandering path in which individual experiences lead language
development.

In these data, the factor of heavy contact to English is shown to have two different possible effects on speakers. On one
hand, there are many speakersin this sample who have heavy contact with English and speak it frequently with
strangers, friends, and family members; they remain fluent speakers of PG, but their PG contains many innovative
features. Fitting with this pattern, there are speakers who have much less contact to English; they consistently speak PG
with their families and fellow community members, and they have little contact with the world outside of these
domains. Their speech holds far fewer innovative features. On the other hand, there are also speakers who use English a
great deal in their daily lives but have very few innovative features.

To explain this phenomenon, earlier research on variation between Plain and non-Plain research is referenced.
Researchers who have studied both Plain (i.e., Amish and Mennonite) and non-Plain speakers of Pennsylvania German
(PG) have found that the non-Plain speakers are more conservative in their speech than the Plain speakers (Huffines
1989, 1990, etc.; Louden 1988). Thisfinding, although at first glance puzzling, can be explained as follows: The non-

Plain speakers were preserving PG intact because they were quick to switch into English if they had difficulties
expressing themselvesin PG. The Plain speakers, however, viewed the language as a symbol of their religious and
ethnic identity and did not use English in their homes and communities. The consegquences of this was the gradual
adoption by the Plain speakers of innovative features into PG, many of which are arguably an indication of
convergence toward English. Similarly, in these data there are speakers who have heavy contact to English but have not
integrated innovative forms into their PG because they use the avoidance technique of shifting to English any time their
performance in PG might display interference from English.

The variables examined in this study include avariety of linguistic, discourse, and socia aspects of language use. The
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linguistic variables include English past and present participles, subordinate clause word order, English past tense verbs
and the adjective any. The discourse factor examined is the tendency of speakersto switch into English to complete
their turn. Finaly, self-reports of language use are also correlated with the use of innovative linguistic variables.
Although most speakers who admit to speaking more English than PG in their daily lives also use a higher number of

innovative linguistic features, the exceptions indicate that both attrition and innovation can be the result of heavy
English contact.

"V oices From the Past: Preserving a Half Century of Wisconsin German Dialect Recordings.”

by Steve Geiger, MikeLind & Joseph Salmons

Asreaders of our Newsletter well know, the MKI has amassed important holdings in German dialect recordings from
across North America, made from the mid 1940s down to the present. Steve Geiger and othersin the Institute are now
digitizing those recordings and are about to begin analysis of their contents. Thistalk will offer an overview of our

holdings - from various dialects and regions of the US to different generations of speakers within communities - and
include the playing of some of our oldest dialect samples.
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